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SHA NG RI-LAFFAIRES | NO, 20

Shengri-L'Affeires 720 for November, 1944. Willie Watson got mixed up
on tThé number when he did the cover, but no use complaining about it
now. This is the club publication of the Los Angeles Science fantasy
Society (the LASPFS) and is published once & month at the clubroom,
6375 S. Bixel Street, Los Angeles 14, Californis. Charles Burbee is
the editor. Address &ll communications to the editor. Some of you
had better start communicating pretty quieck. Also, & couple of you
editors have beon lax in exchanging with us. Better repent.

Some discussion has been raised here about charging something for
this mag. Since it has become & general fanzine instecad of a club
publicity organ, somebody has argued, it should have a subseription
price. It all scemed like & good idea at the time. So, with the lidea
of slapping & pricc on the mag, 1 wrote &an editorial last night. But

this morning I'd thought better of the whole thing. Too many di sad-
vantages.

I1'da have to keep books on the thing. And the letter department
would suffer terribly. Nobody'd bother to write any more if they were
laying out good coin for the rag. Besides, I might suddenly have to
acquire & sense of rcsponsibility. That would he & blow to my charac-
ter. You see, ever since I became sophisticated, I've assiduously
avoided getting a sense of responsibility.

Then, too, the temptation would exercise &an evil influence on my
will power. Suppose we charged 5¢ a copy, 6 for 25%. Suppose, then,
that we got 4,000 25-cent subscriptions. That'!s $l,OOO, which would
guarantce me & good day at Hollywood Park. '

S0, no syb3crintion price this time.
-0 )=
Got a quaint letter the other day. A fellow requested copies of
Shangri-L'ete #14, #15, and #16. Migawd, the club library hasn't got
copies of any of those issues, and only the other day laney traded &
copy of Acolyte for S-L'A #18 which conteined an article by him.

-~ 000~

I always chuckle & little when thinking about the contents of the
next month's issue. As usual, nothing at all is scheduled. Brown has
half-hecartedly suggested doing another ego~boosting article like the
one in #19. Kepner has outlined an article which will have to be used
elsewhere as it violatcs this mag's Pollyanna policy. Crozetti isn't
around any more. Ackerman groans when he thinks of doing & regular
colw.n. I have lost Hummel's science article. Willie Watson hasn't
done anything ebout "Memoirs of a ///". Ebey's somewhere in the South
Pacific.

Still, I don't see why I should be concerned about the next issue.
W'hat Lf the outlook is bad? No business of mine.
Not any more. Because, with this lssue, I resign.

Don't forget thoge letters if you want i#21.


Besid.es

4 WaeaTH OF SKUNK CORBAGE
TOR THE NTFFF -

2L FRANCIS T. LANEY

A careful study and analysis of the so-called "Welcom Book-
let"--WHAT IS SCIENCE FICTICN FANDOL--recently published by the Nation-
al Fantasy fan Pederation leads one to wonder Jjust what objectives
could have been in the minds of its sponsors. While the underlying
purpose is no doubt to get new members for the N#AF# and incidentally
to add new fans to fandom, it is extremely questionable just how suc-
cessful the booklet will be in this respect. It Ls even more questlion-
ablo in my mind just how valuable to fundom would be the type of indi-
vidual this booklot apparcntly pandcrs to.

Boforec I proceced to plick
the booklet to picsces, porhaps I should point out that I mysclfl am a
member in good standing of the NAMP, «nd thet «ll I.say is mcant con-
structively. If, in thc coursc of things, I stop on somconc's tocs,
or wex & bit acid, Lt is incidontel. I wm sinceroly distresscd by tho
motives cnd intcrests dlspluoycd in thls pomphlet =nd being thus oxcr-
ciscd cwn scc littlc rowson to restriin mysclf. ifor, if 1'd rcceclived
this booklet in October 1942 instead of October 1944, it would have
driven me out of fandom in disgust. 1 know enough of the field today
to realize that the "Welcom Booklet" paints a distorted plcture, else
I would sever all coanection with it at once. 1 certainly have no
wish to rem.in .ffili.ted with u group which cluims to be "f.ns" yet
displays no interest in fantasy, and which tops this absurdity with
activity limited largely to quarrelling and meking up nonsengical jar-
gon.

I feel that my position in the fan world is such that 1 might
call myself a prominent fan without too much prevarication; I1've been
in the "top ten" for around & yeur, publish the #2 funzine, am active
otherwise both nautionally (in PAPA) und locully (in the LAS#3), and so
on, Presumably my contributions to fundom have on the whole becen
worthwhile, else I'd not huave becn named favorubly on cny poll. But,
~8 I huve zlroudy stated, this booklet would in tho curly stuges of my
conncetion with the ficld huve drivon me wwuy scrccching with horror.
I can't help wondering how many >ther serious fantasy lovers would be
driven away from our group by this abortive attempt at recruiting
propeganda. ,

A few cold facts: (1) The joint authorship of the bul-
letin prevents it from being a coherent and unified whole and mekes it
instead o rather illogically thrown-together hodge-podge. Does this
sort of thing make the proper impression on & newcomer? (2) The al-
most complete avoidance of uny montlon of the liter_ture of which we
sro fans is in itself enough to destroy the value of the booklet., Pros-
pective fans are interested in sclentifiction and fantasy--regardless
of other sternaistic interests they may later develop~-and the virtual
omission of any mention of the "holy writings" is certain to make them
think we are anything but fans. (3) Though the booklet apparently at-
tempts to bridge the gap between readerdom und fandom, two of the



chapters-~those by Wollheim and Ackerman--are far too specialized and
would have been much more appropriate in some fanzine. (4) Perhaps
this is no more than a minor point, but shouldn't the booklet carry
some address, in case its recivient desires to investigate further?

Taking the chapters one by one, the pamphlet falls flat on
its face insofar cs interesting the casucl reuader mey be concerned.
Ashley's introduction fairly reeks with the apologetic attitude ex-
prossed concretely in the next to the last paragraph: "Please read the
following pages carefully..." What a feeble way to write an advertise-
ment! I happen to know that Ashley has the enthuslasm; the casual
reader ccn't be kindled to enthusicsm with this lackedcisical stuff.
This introduction failed to make any mention of collecting, ignored
any possibility of o serious and literite interest funtusy for its own
suke. The loeck of o reader hook will doubtless keep meny from recding
it:; those who do will leurn thut "fundom is o state of mind", and o
few other vague things. 1 cznnot visualize the ovorage recder going
oheswd to the next chapter with any cleur idea 2s to what o fan is. Or
perhaps this was designed for the extra-seansory interpretations of
slans?

Mr Wollheim's BRIE® HISTCORY OFf RPANDOM is in itself enough to
make the average fantaisiste utter s loud scream and toss the booklet
into the wastebasket. It is lamentably true that the history of fan-
dom has been a stormy one, but a publication of this nature is certain-
ly not the place to drug out these o0ld feuds and quarrels. An aircraft
manufacturer such as Lockheced does not use the petty jealousies and
strife among its omployecs as an inducoment to hire new holp! Despite
our preoccupation with our microcosm, wc should bo willing to profit
by the c¢xporicnce of the outsido world.

Warner's PRESENT-DAY ORGAN-
IZATIONS is pretty foeble, and was not helped by an asinine misprint.
In the first placec, the failurc to give zddrossos of loecal groups or
individuals is totally incxcusable. A lorge porticn of tho clientele
of this pamphlet will be living in the various cities nemed; contact
with local fans certainly will not hinder their interest, will it?
And why drcg the Cosmic Circle into this chapter? Even if the group
hcd not fallen by the wayside, the orgonization which publishes this
glossy, printed booklet doesn't fear the competition of Degler's "mim-
eography", does it? And thaot first sentence in the last paragroph:
"The cbsence of inactivity of fen celubs during the wur should not be
2 ccuse for distress." How's that zgein?

Tucker's discussion of fan
publishing wzs quite good. It would huve been strengthencd, however,
if Bob had named a few names. To the newcomer, the discovery that
sorie of his idols such &s Palmer, Bloch, Brzdbury, and the rest actucl-
ly got into professional writing ~nd editing through fandom would be a
terrific tulking point. In its present form, the chapter secms to lcock
punch cnd convincingness.

Ackermen's urticle on RANTASY FLANGUAGE is
cxccllently and =musingly donc...and completely out of place. In e
foenzine, it would hove been fino, but tho stressing of the more friv-
olous sidc of fandom cannot ottruct new converts--at lcast, not con-
verts of o solidly mature 2nd sensible noturc. Morcover, I question
that it givos o truc ploturc of the way funs tulk; Forrcst J (no pcr-
iod) himsclf docsn't tolk like thot scmple diclog! (Thonk Godl) -
L)
PLACE IN PFANDOM, Rothmon's contribution, 1s oxccllent. Not only does
it show a considerable knowledge of preparing intriguing advertising
copy, but it is the only section of the booklet which shows clearly



and conecretely certain specific advantages to becoming an active fan.
I fear, however, that the average non~fan reader will have quit in dis-
gust long before he gets this far.

The chief trouble with the entire
booklet is easy to find. Many Lf not most of these writers are prim-
arily stefnists, individuals who have lost most of their interest in
true fandom, but who a2t the same time have gotten stuck so dceply in
the microcosm that they find it well-nigh impossible to extricatc them-~
selves. This accounts both for the vagucncss of what constitues a fan,
s expresscd here, and for the deplorzble noglect of fantesy itself.
Those writers don't went to 2d4d fans to fandom, they wish to recruit
stefnists for the stefnete....und there 1s a world of difference. They
forget thet the prescatday handful of stefnists ovolved (or degenere-
ted? ) from fandom.

The National fentasy fen Federation has prostituted
itself to the stefnatc, cnd, apparently, does not even reclize that it
is supposed to be a fzn organizution comprised of faons of fentasy and
scientifiction. I hcve nothing cgainst the stefnists either individ-
ually or os & group--in fact, I have certain interests along stefnistic
lines myself--but I am primarily a fan, cnd feel than fandom can best
be asugmeanted by getting the seriously interested readers and collect-
ors~--fellows like Alva Rogers or Lee Baldwin or Art Saha or Bill Evans-
--in contact with the rest of us and with fandom. Even if he later
takes up an interest along stefnistic lines, this type of man is not
going to be interested initially in the sort of blather contained in
the "Weleom Booklet"...and it's a pity, for we have more than enough
crackpots in fandom now. Ffendom needs these solid and serious readers
and collectors, and it has long needed a presentable mcans of contact-
ing them.

This booklet could be it. It has the appearance, the orgun-
ization behind it, mecans of distribution...everything but deccently
writton contents calculated to fulfil its purposes. What a bitter
disappointment to see the NFFF drop the ball when they were away for a
touchdown!

Had I been proparing this booklet, it would hove been tot-
ally different. 1In tho first place, I would havec scen to it that it
followed sound practices as a piecc of advertising. If no one in fan-
dom could have written it this way, I have no doubt that o professionzl
advertising cgency would have charged little for a re-writc job. This
type of publication needs punch and kick, and despite our distaste fer
commercial zdvertising, it is bascd on sound psychological principles.

Then, the contonts: An introduction, of coursc, but it
would, without omitting stefnistic views zond definitions, hove had
plenty of dope on the scope of the fantasy rfield. Chapter One. Fen-
tasy magazines, ubout twdo poges of thumbnail, gernoralized reviews, not
omitting the great mags of the past such as WONDER and UNKNGWN. Chap-
ter Two. fFfontasy books, two or moro pages devoted lorgecly to pointing
out that the magazines are a mere beginning, ond touching a fow of the
highlights in the hard cover stuff. Chapter Threc. fons. This would
bc a long scetion, outlining the various ramifications of the ficld,
including tho strictly stefnistic intcrests. Sub-hcadings might in-
cludc fan publishing, the FAPA, coanventions, loeal clubs, collecting,
the stefnzate. Chapter Four. Colleceting. A thrce or four page intro-
duction to this charming vice, giving a few pertinent pointers for the
beginner, and pointing out the advantages of having one's den looking
like the Salvation Army waste paper section. Chapter Five. The NFTP.



A two or three page outline of this organization, its purposes, its
activities. Chapter Six. Punch Line. Milty's chapter, or one much
lile it. An eppendix would follow, giving names, addresses, and sub-
seription rates of a few of the leading fanzines; and addresses of
local fan groups, prominent local fans, and so on. The back cover
would be perforated and carry an application form (with nddress!) so
thot the reeipient of the booklet would be more likely to do something
about it 2ll.

Migawd! 0ld Blood and Guts Luney actually boing ob-
jective ond coastructive for throc whole pages! My dotuge must be
upon mc!

Kooks FOR SALE

No bargaims--just some Super Stuff!

TdE NEW GODS LEAD - S Fowler Wright - $2.50

SAURUS (Homo Serpiens) - Eden Phillpotts - $3.50

PHOENIX -~ HGWells - $1

DR KRASINSKI'S SECRET - MPShiel - $2.50

THE NEW ADAM (Homo Mutens) - Weinbaum - $2,50

SINISTER BARRIER (British) - Russell - $3

HOW THE OLD WOMAN GOT HOME - Shiel -~ 2

SIRIUS (Homo Caninc) - Stapledon (main stock destroyd by robomb®) - §7,50
BEYOND THE RIM - Wright - {2

CONTEMPORARY MEMOIR - Wells (deliberately limited to 2000) -~ $12.50
' THIS ABOVE ALL - Shiel - $2.50

' THE INTELLIGENCE GIGANTIC (Homo Superior) - Fearn - 32,50

THE GOLDEN AMAZON (Superwoman) - PFearn - 42,50
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COLD H'RBOUR - on the Lovecraft List -~ 53

: PERELANDRA - Lewis - 42 reduccd to $1 since Ley's devastating debunking.
I TAE ADVENTURES OF WYNDHAM SMITH - Wright - {2

WORLD BRAIN - Wells - §$2

OUT OF THE SILENT PLANET - Brand New but reduced to $1.50 since Mel Brown
says "It Stinks!!"

THE WEIGHER OF SQULS - Maurois - §2.50
! THE GOLDEN BLIGHT - Geo Allen England - §7.50
i+ LOY! - Fort - §5
Also much special mag stuff (original printings): "Woman of the Wood", "Sky-
lark of Spece", "Shambleau", "The Metel Emperor", "Shadow Qut of Time", “"Colour Out

of Space", "Lord of Death", "Qucen of Life", "Scarlet Dreem", "Black Thirst", "Time
Stroem", "Exile of thc Skies", "Triplanetory", "Conquest of the Moon Pool®, &c.

Ordor from: The Dweller in the Gorage, 236-1/2 N Now Hompshire, Hollywood 4,
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AEJI'IORNS BY "Q(CK;;/

SPEELIN’ MERLIN'S DAY

The superior sport of baiting Merlin (Mel) Brown reacht a fine art
recently. Bibliomaniac B8rown, who boils it he discovers a bookstore &
anybody clse has the poor taste to run across it too betfore he!s cleand
It out, intended to drop down onz Sun morn to a shop known to all,
Laney & Acky simultancouslyizarnd of this intention from Kepner. The
Laniac, who was Intending to go down a little later in the day anyway
to pick up a tew inconszquential second hand mags, decided he'd leave
right away. So, gathzring up dawter Sandy, he askt Acky it he wanted
to go along. No, 4g was otherwise occupyd. So, as soon es Fran &
child were out ot sight, Forry went dashing out & the long way 'round
to the store. Hz figured on Sandra's slowing her pop down, &, surenut,
was able to get insidz the shop without being spied by the approasching
pair. Quickly loading vp with an armful of the nearest pulps (nonstt)
he plopt a Weird Talzs or two on top & mischievously awaited his vic-
tim. Laney chose to stop & browsz a moment outside the shop. Sandy
spotted Forry, tugged on her daddy's arm & satd "Look, my soldier's in-
sidzI" Papa payd no attention to her obvious case of mistaken iden-
tity. Til he enterd the place & came to full-stop face to face with
the exul tant Ack-Ack & his mountain ot mags. Gag's tragiconclusion
came a tzw mins. later when the unsuspzcting Mel & manservants enterd
the establishment, When Brown lampt Laney & 4z, omigawd was he sore..!

OfF THE RzCOCKkDS

The fonograt record ftiles of the LASFS have bezn auomznted by
discs from Frank Holby & Les Croutche This makes 4 discs rcvd since

N3F Prexy, 3Evans, suvggested tans make Shangri-LA the repository ot vo-
cal mzssages.

HENSLEY & HOLBY

Seataring servitan Jjoe Hensley, progenitor of Vulcan mag Apollo,
apeard on the LA scene several wks ago, dutitully inspected the Club Rm
& the Ackermansion & won regard due to his good stock ot dirty storys.
By an odd coincidence, he had recently met Dave Fox#. Fox was readling
Wollheim!'s pb ot SF, which caused Hensley to spzak to hime Ffox men=
tiond the as yet unconfirmd rumor that Stanton A Coblentz had died.

Cpl frank Holby, former Frisco fan & semipro (2 acceptances In
"pProbability Zero") was in town overnite, dropt In at the club. Here
he was recepted by Dougherty's fanne {find, Sdna {(illustrious last name)
Shaw, who directed Frank to Forry's. As onez of the carly contributors
to the Sha-LA fono-tiles, the cpl was interested to hear other fan re-
cordings. Simak, Jacobi, Saari, Sam Russell & others were hecard on the
tamous Mpls "Greetings to the Dznvention" disc.

#Qld=-timz club=member, dating from the days when his pal, Roy A Squires
2d, was an impor tant taname, & Russell Leadabrand's printed fanmag,
Unigque, was laying claim to tamz. Onz of the Big 3 ot Glendale...



"UNCLE JOHN"

Stapledonts superman, ‘Odd Jno”, has become the belovdd "Uncle" of
the Laney kiddies, Sandy & Quiggy. Fangelefio Ray Harryhausen was to
tashion Weaver Wright an Odjon mask ftor the Denvention Masgquerade but
it didnt quite come ott (the mask, not the Maskerade)l for some forgot-
ten rzason. But later on T/3 Harryhausen made s plaster cast of the
Homo Superior, complete with realistic white woolly hair-«& a GI hair-
cut, as per description. So Johann der supermann recposes in the LASFS,
now, the club mascot, as it were, & the Fran-childrzn are always quick
to inquire about "Uncle John"--or, touching tablzau, onz sees the fam-
iliar sight ot onez the fan's being przsst into servicez to litf Quigagy
{né2 Sonya, nicknamed Squiggles) up In the alr by the tone to pat dear
Unclz John on his bulging brain pan with the realistic white woolly
hair {with the Gl halrcut),

YERKE GOES BERSERKE

In a mad moment, Knanve Badman, TBY, toned thz LASFS crud room &
who shoud answer but Knenvandzttist jack Erman! "} am giving away my
entirz scizncez tiction collection," sald Yerkz. "Prozinzs & tanzincs.
Anybody with a car can have them. Sprzad the word."™ To be sure, Hon-
2st Acky spread the wordeoswith the subdued whispzr of a centenartign
turtle with laryngitis. Betore U coud say "Frqnk Robinson", Erman had
procurzd a car & the haul was hiss Haul's well that ends well.

BLAH-BLAH about SAHA

So a well-drest young man, looking like a poor tan's Phil Bronson,
boldly enterd the Bixelated Booby (hatch) (trap) & announced "i'™m Art
Saha." Some difticulty was experienced in understanding this tugitive
trom Hibbing, Minn, as it was thot he was merely clzaring his throat.
When it became evident he was introducing himselt, it was momentarily
bzlieved we were in the przsence ot Art Sehnert. However, his identity
was zvantually untangled &, ere the 2vz was o'ter, hz had joind the Club.

Saha's entrance torm was the subject of scrutiny, bztter spelled
screwzytiny, by the Hexecutive Committez, Exception was taken to his
secondary hobbys, in that he placed philately betorz philandering in
importancce It was ftclt in somz quarters this indicatzed a maladjust-
ment to lite, which might eventually lzad to strife In the soc'y.

His
occupation he listed as "Marinzr'", but, as he was born In Qct '23, tt
was definitely establisht that he was not the fabled ancient mariner.
It was learnd he recently had returnd from a trip to Australia in the
service of the Merchant Marines, but had taild to meet any tangaroos
among the kangaroos.

Responding to the tine, "Give brief account of

acquaintance with scientitiction magazines," he stated: "Started 1936
with ASF. Rzad 'em all sincz." Horror was exprest when it was real=-
ized this statement indicated the inclusion of Fant. Adventures & Capt.
Futurz. For this, bannishment to the Saha Dzs2rt was sentenced, with &
"szntznecz suspended" clause by Judge lLanecy, who is nuts about dangling
participles (with or without whip cream). Nothing thrills purist gram-
marian Fran like a nzatly amputatzd gerund, as szrved up by AE van Vogt.

Askt to give a briet account of his reasons tor wishing to main-
tain mzmbership in the Soc'y, Saha wrote: "I guess I'm a screwball
likz the rcst ot 'em." This was considerd detamation of characters.



Some insisted they were 8-balls. Concerted attempt was made to induce
Art to replace Contetti by Crozetti with a ready-made zqgo-boosting
crud-column, Kah Rah by Saha, but no soap. He's no dope!

FANZYCLOPEDTA sells 170th copy! Only 80 leftl $1.50 from G475 Met S Fn
"IS U IS Ok IS U AINT MA' BURBEE?R"

Learnd a new respect for our multi-taceted editor reczntly. Vis-
ited his house, listend to his fonograt records. He has a lot of
classical culture stuftt that he keeps around to impress pezople with,
but also some good stuft, like Bing Crosby & Dinah Shorz. Mrs Burbee
& | became ftirm friends at once when it was discoverd wz were mutual
lovers of der Bingle-Andrewsisters' rendition of "Is U 1s2' Chas, for
some boorish reason, detests this numbar; but redeems himself by an ai-
togethzr amiable admiration for "Darling, Je Vous Aime Beaucoup' (which
~-uynaccountably--Mrs B. dislikes intznsely)lse Mr B. demonstrated who
worez the pants In his family by playing "Je Vous Alme" repcatedly, as
I+ anybody gave a damn about anybody In the Burbze tamily except who
wears the pantiese (l--er--am--ot course--kott-kotft refering to his
charming small childrens Gaw, for a moment therz | was beginning to
sound like Watson or Ebey. Death--betore dishonor )

Much merriment
was caused by playing records backwarde Genzral ettect ot vocal stutt
was German. "Rhapsody in Blue™ sounded like "Rhapsody in Blah", while
"je Vous Aimz" was, a pleasant surprise, translated Into English in the
process. Burbee liked "S1 Ouy Si", the backward version of "is U Is",
better than the torward...

But | want U all to know that the entire

evaning at Burbee's was a tarce, & | stand aghast at thz lengths to
which some editors will stoop (& he has just the bulld tor it) for a
scrap ot ego-boo. It Is my considerd opinion that Chas {(Droll) Burbee

did,wittingly conspire with malice atorethot & intent to eqgo-inflate,
to invite the Efjay ot Akkamin, Alva Rogers, Vic Clark & the Lsney
ménage, to his domicile. This, tor the express purpose of achieving
Burblicity by a report in his own Shangri-L'Attalires!

Burbez is one
ot these radio nuts who brags about the "tone" & "quality" of his sets,
of which, U may be surz, there is more than one. "listen to that
base!" he will enthuse. "Did you ever hear anything like it? Design's
what does itl Special Interior sounding board. Most remarkable thing
you ever saw in your life. Bullt by a sonics engineer. Inside looks
like a guy's guts just atter he's stuftted himselt with some of my
wite!'s spaghetti.” Plays you a record thru an ordinary horn then via
the hetero-dynamic ultra=-resonator. U can't tell a demn bit of ditff,
but U grin knowingly & tchk-tchk approvingly, sensing that the Hyde
side of Burbee might tan yo! hide If U taild to praise his wonder box.
He exuberantly explains how all U got to do is bulld the wox box into a
wall & all those lovely long-wave lcw notes will pop out vibrantly.
Rogers, the sex-tiend (well, U know how single-minded these bohemian
artists are) wakens from his drunken stupor & murmers, "What's that a-
bout vibrant Waves? Long Waves or short-=-blond, brunet or red head--|
like 'em alll" We leave Burb around | aem., as he considers the Intrig-
uing possibilitys of a tesseractivator tube tor 4-dimensional echoes.
On the way home we stor In front ot a church to wait tor s st-car & an
immense collie wearing a cross around his collar snitts Rogers, who has
bzen fondling the Burbees! pooch, mistaking him for a canine & trying
to make hime. But Rodge 1s standoffish & trustrated tido tinally kisses
Quiggy & gnters the convent, no dout to devote 1ts tite to celibacy.eses



DOWN WITH WARTH LRl

Here, Here, 014 Man: These original covers aren't wanted, fellow!
Warth has proven that he is not a true phan! He hes defiled the sacred
tradition of psighence pfiction! Warth must be disposed of ! This
cannot continue! We must revolt, do you hear me, revoltl! Down with
originel covers: Down with Warth! Down with Shangri-L'Affaires for
defiling the sacred tredition! Down, I say, down! Damn these damn
dogs enyhow,

As 2 metter of cold fact, Burbee, you devil, you, the
impression I got of you while down in your sterling city (b'god - list-
en to thet insidious propzgendal!) was not too good - or rether - I was
impressed not =t all. But after reading a couple of those cynicsl ed-
itoricls of yours I am impressed, Yes. devoradbly, too.

Double Spuced
on One Side is typicel Ebey filler. He read it over the fone to me
one day...I yowned end said it was good, as I recell, but couldn't use
it. Then he gave me the shock of my life by telling me that he wasn't
submitting it tome. I immediately wented it. I still do. It would
still mcke good filler.

Shottle Bop News will meke great satirc in the
ncxt Bay Arec Le Pout. Duughorty is ((was)) in for a big surprise...

The FANCYCLOPEDIA Is a Success! Huzzah! Bang the cymbals and trot
out the four by fours, boys, the FANCYCLOPEDIA is a success! By god,
Speer is god! ((No, ho isn't)) Praiso Allah and kiss his feet, but
with Speer we must toss orchids 2nd fountain pens! ((Cen you see
where this has been cdited?)) Hurrah! How I tulked with God, or, I'm
Grect Company for Myself, by John A Bristol. Well, it has a good for-
mat, snyway.

Prancis T Laney - Enigma of Shangri~LA is the ycar's clas-
sic. I'm sorry, Brown, that I couldn't get around to doing that car-
icature for you, but the one Rogors (?) did ((?7)) was just as good as
anything I might have turned out. The sports collar, rumpled and
tircd looking, is just as typical of Fran as the boisterous laughter.

Slobber by Yobber is illegitimatc, as Crozetti ain't responsible for
the title. Hercafter I demand that Crozetti say --The title for this
column was lifted from Bay Arca Le Fout without their permission and
I'm & big idiot for using it. That way we've got her coming and going.
((Only, I'm the guy that put in the title--Crozetti had nothing to do
with it. She intends to bring suit))

Henry Elsner Jr makes me puke,
so2 there.

toujours gal
willic but not for 7 y'ers

NCTHING CONTROVERSIAL ~ oarlos o oelspedis

Dear Burbee: S-L'A #19 at hcnd, and, heving perused same, I vouchsafe
the opinion that it falls beclow 17 and #18. Definitely. BEbey's bit
is memorable to me only beciusce of pnreagreph scven (the one in peren-
theses)s thet was & very nico bit of whimsy, worthy of Wilson &t his
best...but I don't think cs rmuech of Planct's letter column us does
George, I foar.



May I put in my two coppers ancnt the Fancyclopedia? It's a start
in the right direction, and no morc than that. That 1t is a success
is pleasing indeced to lcarn, but I hoic that when the flurry of mutusl
backslapping has subsided thought will be given to the gecneral revision,
corrcction, and addcnda which must be undertaken and added if Speer's
work is to attein any sort of permencncc. Jack has modo an execllent
step in the right direction---and I fcel that he himself rcalizes thet
he'1ll hove to kecep on walking. 4And. it's my hope thut everybody real-
izes that too.

Thought the "drunk" episode 2 trifle overdone.

Anent news from Arkhum House, I might as well pass zlong & bit
from a letter recoeived from Derleth a while back. Rumors have bcen
rife in the city about a possible reprinting of The Outsider. No,
seys A.D., that's not scheduled. However, here's & bit of dope on
Loveceraft material thot I've not yet secn in print: Argus Book Shop
(now of N.Y.) havo contracted Dorlcth rfor a .500-copy cdition of Love-
craft's essay "Supoernatursl Horror in Literaturec," probably to appecar
in December, as should also Morginaolia. FPor Argus also Derleth is
writing & short book to contaln z Lovecraft bibliography. In prospecet
only are an Armed Scrvices cexpendable cdition of H.P.L., largely for
overscas distribution, and 2lso Bartholomew House may do & sccond pap-
crbound collcction. Approximatcly 50% of The Outsider, however, is
definitely scheduled for World Publicabions' Best supcraaturzl Toles
of H, P, Lovegcraft, cloth-bound and with =2n introduction by Derlecth,
which should eppcar undcr the Tower imprint around next April...

Which, I think, should bc cnough to kcep me on the S-L'A meiling
list...

, - Harry Werner Jr wckes
”_L FEELGYPPtD from his tribal doze

Doar Chos: It suddenly strikes me that I ncglected to write you upon
rcceipt of the 18th Fuiry, and obviously the votive offering or what-
cver the letter may be czlled must be carried out this time, if I eam

to be surc of receiving yect more issues free, gratis, «nd with no dis-
cernible strings zttuchcd. It still scoms too good to be truc, though.
((Mzybe we went osut in the noonday sun))

This issue is rather curiously uncommentable; though I enjoyed
most of it, little therecin cells for violent denizls, contontions, or
controversies. I might, though, cxpress ny disappointment with the
Arkhsm House book listings on page...wcll, the bodk listings; apparcnt-
ly you didn't bother about 2 littlo thing likc numbers. I've ncver
heon rich cnough to buy the Arkham Housc books, s2 I can't kick for
#ysclf, but can't help thinking thut Terleth and associctes are now
letting down the fans who did mako the publishing venturc & succcess.
Speccifically, =t least half of the Bloch and Derleth tales listed I've
rcad, and know to be medioerc material, some of them very, very bad
exanples of weird fietion, many o°f them casily obtainable ot low price
through the last few yeoars'! issuecs of Weird Tales. When there is such
a crying nced for, for instancc, an anthology °f thce shorter works of
C. L. Moore--or if copyright difficultics could be smoothed out--
Arthur Machen, publishing this sort of stuff is nothing short of crim-
inrl.



Henry maoy leuve himself wide open .in hls comments on cataloging,
but hits home in one respect: a lot of the fans just aren't interested.
I am interested, very much so, and in fact am toying with the idea of
striking out along & different, even more thorough, path, independently
and secretly for a while until I find out how things work out. But the
thing that no one seems to recognize these days is that fandom is no
longer the way it used to be--it has grown so complex that any sort
of activity interests only a certain portion of fandom, and the per-
centage interested in any given ltem grows smaller and smeller annucl-
ly. Five years ago, there were no noticeable "bibliofons" lilze Rosen-
blum, Scarles, Fern, and so forth; and therc were comparctively few
fens who did their fanning virtuclly solely through personzl contact
with other fans, like Frank Robinson and Russ Wilsoy. All this is
nothing %o be deplored, it's simply something to be reccognized--that no
one can possibly be metive in all lincs of fan endcocvor todey, and thet
no onc should be disappointed when a suggestion is taken up by only o
certain section of fandom.

Tho article on Fren most cntertauining and iLanstructive, souxding
reasontbly unprejudiced. Moreover, it shows that Mel is o good writer
if not pcrmitted to do his own typing! I still don't Xnow whut the
Enigme of Shangri-La looks like, though, & curious ond rather disturb-
ingly diffcrent aspcct appcaring in svery photograph or drowing that I
bchold. ((The best likeness yet))

Ebey's contention that & prozine's value is reflected in the vigor
of its letter section--whether he is really scrious or not makes no
difference~--is pretty sound, I think. I must confess that I scldom
rcad any letter section thoroughly these days, and can't stomach the
though of struggling through every letter in & single issuc of Planet,
yet changes or suspension of a magazine havo usually shown up pretty
plainly in letter sections 1n the past.

If you don't scnd no. 20 after this eoffort, I shall fecel myself
most thoroughly gyppcd.

P.S. You write ((I copy without a blush)) the most cantertaining
fanzinc cditorials of all time.

11:30 1S TOO LATE Richard Sncary

leaps out in full armor

Dear Editor Burbee Pirst let me thank you for puting me on your mail-
ing list.

Second let me thank Walter Daugherty and apologize to. Thank him
for pessing my addrcss on to you and to apologize for cslling him. Lor-
reine. I am &frzid 1 cecuse him some embarrassment for which I em doecp-
ly sorry. The only rcason I can give is that therc was o Lorreainc lis-
ted just oboyve Walt and I moy have copycd it by mistake. If walt wants
I will be glad to bang my heud sgoeinst the wall 100 times, the only
thing is the dust comes out of the cotton pading and mckes me snccze.

And noxt I my sorry to say I will be uneble to come to the meteling
as I live onchours by strcet car. Besides winter's eoming on. Onc
hour from Bixecl St I live and 11.30 is no timec for me to be out.

Why doesn't your club have branches in the smallor citys? ((We
heve onc in N.Y. znd onc in Battle Crcek--good cnough?)) So the fans
that live to far out can belong to the club even in o smzll wey. Nol
I am not trying to change your swecll club, Just make it biger.



As for Shangri-L'Affaires, the best fanzine I have rced and the
first.

Cover is go2d but why not a flying oyc? It is moro appropriete.
Your c¢ditoriszl was swell. That once thing sbout a free fonzine you can
tell your recaders to go jump in to spacec, if you feel like Lt.

The articlesby Ebey, Daugherty cnd some one namcd Yobber were
fine, swell.

Merlin Brown articlc was well writcn but to long. Three pages!
Nuts. I say Burbcc you out to get a personncl mancgcr to handle the
troublesomec help. Neecd I mention nemes? The fuc letters you had were
complctely onjoyable, only they wero way to fue. They sure zrc & hight
type of fans. What 4o they drink to get so hight? ((Subject for o
poll--somebody teke it from herc))

How zbout giveing my fricnd Bonson Porry's new funzino "CYGNI" &
plug. Alls> wach CYGNI for big nows next ish. I mustent tcll you what
but be on the look out for it anyway. Sorry the letter looks a mess
(I supposc you won't print it) but I don't have a typowritcr.

EARS AND DRUNKS ‘gitzoxflfigcilsl a whilo

Dcar Burb- Ye Ghods, what an issuc! Flying cars on the eover, drunks
running all around the damncd placc; what is Shanri La comming too
anyhow?

But in &ll, this issuc has bcen the best so far--at least I think
so. Your lectter scxion was marvelous--cspccially that cxerpt from e
letter by & guy named Weinstein. Marveclous writcr, thet boy. By &ll
means get some morc stuff from him.c.ccecesces

And with that insanc thought I will tcll you my opinions of this
issue--~-or at lcast what I can meke out of it. You ought to try writ-
ing the meag in English sometimes. Anyway, I enjoyed Slobber by Yobber
(WHO IN GREEZN HELL IS YOBBER?). Cutc piecce of writing. Very.

Daugherty mancged beautifully to take up z pege saying just zbout
this much, "--=,". Originzal, I know, but its the truth. Thet was the
damdest plug I ever saw. Pretty good writing tho.

Also of high Shangrilaquality wes Merlin's bitabout Laney. I of-
ten though Luney was a lectlc freakish--as the picturce of him proves.
Only one cyc. Tech tch. Poor Luncy. No wondcr hc nceds glasses.

Ackerman's thing sbout tho Fancyelopcdia---I connot decide whether
%ts a or 2 . Plecasc cnlighten me. I won't slecp & wink till

know.

Watson'!s letter 1S swect-=--

- -

——— - — -

Editoriuzl was very fuany very funny. Does it hurt very nuch,
Cherlic? ((Wide open, absolutcly wide open. Control yoursclf,Burbce))
Ebeys article quite nice. I somctimes think Ebey is becoming

humcfeseeeesss and so, with that unncrving thought I take my lcuve.

’ Doc Lowndcs
MAHLERS QTH tulkes it on tho downbeat

Gents- Conprats on Luncy's "Dr. fussbeinder, I Presume"™, which promi-
scs to be an clegant bit of satirc.- I particulurly cnjoyed Leney'ts
comments on Meshlcr's Symphony #9, even though I'm a kchler sddict my-
solf ((Rally 'round, Ycrke)) and revel in tho picee. However, I can
reedily undcrstand how anyonc not in sympathy with the Mchler idiom
would hear nothing but & scrics of cacaphonics in it, purticularly in
the sceond and third movements which arcen't particularly convincing,



even though they have their moments. for my ears, the first and last
sections of this work are truly moving and beautiful, though.

I suppose you might call it an example of what Tovey calls a "re-
laxation of power". His thesis is that even if a fine artist can be
written down by himself, one work of art cannot be diminished by anoth-
er -- and even if the composer turns out no single work without weak-
nesses, still the fine points achieved in inportent sections of a mas-
terpiece ceonnot be done in by sSlips . elsewhere. This is particulerly
true of lichler, whose musiccl ideas often fell for short of his style
of expression. (It's often been said that if Machler could haove only
combined his superbd technique with Bruckner's superb idecs -- or vice
versa, as you may like it -- the combination would have been breath-
teking. As it its, Bruckner suffered from an lnability to meke his sep-
ercte ideas hang together, or to develop his themes, while Mehler wes
sedly limitecd in idces to begin with. Still, for those pcrsons who
erc willing to cndure & multitude of defcets for the numerous places
where they both attnin bresthtaking heights, they have & lot to offor.)
In our prescnt time, Shostsaltovitch secems to be in the same fix as Mah-
lor; as his technique improves -- in his newest 8th Symphony it's awe-
inspiring -- his idcas run out and all hc sccms able to do at presont
ig rchash what he's alrcady done in previous works, though in better
form. He's becn re-writing himseolf cver sineec the 5th Symphony, al-
though I think his 7th has cnough new and vital material in it to
stand by itsclf. Howover, 10 or 20 yecars will pass judgmont on that.

Oh yes, give Bro. Hummel an orchid for his amusing trifle in logic.

Se/EDAT IRGs DELAL  ENOTHING 1 s mngicaninags -

Dcar Chas: I got quite & kick out of rocoiving Shangri-L'Affalres. 1
would anywey, but being in India I got a2 special thrill from it, and
reccd of fan doings with an intercst coven greater then that I had when
the LASH was in the samec country with me. OfFf course, it's conducive
to heed-npgeinst-wall-battering to rcad of activitics without belng
able to taoke pert in them....

Hoffmmen's cover rather tickled mo. ©BSeems &s though it ought to
symbolizec something, but my feeble wits zre uncble to grasp just whet
thot something ls.

The Lanice's cpic was zmoozin' and not confoozin'. I wait euper-
ly for moro of his fictionzl slandeors~-just os long ¢s I'm not the
tergot of his wit, you understasnd. Appurently only LAS#S members &nd
ex-moembers quelify, 5 I guess I'm sufo.

Gled to lecarn, vie Ackie's c¢olumn, thut my reccord arrived and was
intelligible 2n ot leest one side (the other consisted meinly of "Um,"
with ¢ fow "zh's" thrown in for veriety, so you didn't miss much.) By
the way, huve you-uns out there mode rececords? After all, the ides is
for the LASPFS to be custodian of the records for the rest of fandonm.

This Searlos chap pounds & mean typewritcr. Too bad he wastes
his encrglies quibbling over terms. The wholo wurgument secms pointless
to mo -- bat then I haven't rcad what Loney and Spceer had to say.

Book rcviews good, but I can't holp raising cn cyebrow (the left
onc, it goos up oasicr, for some reuson) ot Brown's praise for the
"eorrcetness Of scicutific dctzil™ in "Finality Unlimited." As I re-
call thot story, it was a super-docper thought-varizont in which Speco,
Time, Matter, Motion, and scvoral other things went wild beecuzuse some-
body sct some pendulums (-a?) swinging. Sclentific detzil, nothing.



Still, en impressive yarn, though---and more mind-staggering even than
Fearn's "Dark Eternity"-- isn't that the one ending with the destruct-
ion of Everything?

Last thing I knew, Wollheim was very much in favor of the NFFf--
what happened?

Crozetti's O0.X.

Letters interesting even though I haven't read the articles dis-
cussed. That card-file ldea sounds super. Why not an NFFRF project?
Thut's the sort of thing the organizution is for.

Well, carry on---but don't corrupt the Slan Shackers. They're
nice people.

George Malsbary Phiil/c
TOO MANY 8peuks up /

Burbee: Day before ycsterday I roceived the two mugs you sent me. 1
thank you no ond for this considoration, as I roally foel isolated in
my precscent geographicul position. And this cnables me to keop up--or
should I say, it brings moc up--to tho prosent in the fantasy world.
1f you)don't mind, I'd liko to comment briofly. (0On the mugs, of
coursc).

It scems thaet there arc quite a number of them. In fact, it scems
that thorc zrc too maony of thom. That is liable to happen, of course,
and might explain the lack of material of which some of the editors
are complaining. And why don't they feature articles on science fict-
ion, or fantasy, i1f that's what the subscribers are interested in
maeinly? A whole flock of mags featuring news about each others' time
of issue and rates seems kind of silly to me. Mauybe there's a law
against running stories in thom, but how adbout articles? JArticles con-
cerncd with tho changes going on in the world, changes which were preo-
dicted by science fiction stories of the past, otc.?

You know, scicnce fiction is quite capable of toking an importont
pleec in ¢he world's literature, Lf some of the purc asininity is clim-
in.tcd from it. Lect the oscopists form one club, and the futurists
another, say I. Prophetic fiction, or purc cscape, znd louding cxpon-
cnts of cuch... swrite zn article on it, my boy. I can't--for soveral
concrcto rcasons. I'll tell you wll =bout thoem when I gct back home.

A1l of which rcminds me~-somc of thc things toking pluec in this
wer  ((the rest of this lottor was consorcd))

rmy

- H El ba £f
| SEEIT ALL NOW gl gpio cks o

Docr Chorlic: For onec I rcecivod your funzine in fauirly good con-
dition., ((I didn't scnd it out thw.t way--what hoppeoned?)) Tho mail-
men scems to be getting tircd of stuffing it in the muilbox.
Cover---4idn't click with me. Sincc I don't approvo of culling
down fmz when I know how much work has bcon put in them, this is the
politc w.y of suying IT STINKS!'!!! I, pcrsonnlly, pecfor = dcsign or
symbolic cover to 2ll others. You should sce the onc I've dosigned!l!
"Doublc spaecd on one gido--" This was very boring cxcept for
onc thing. Wh:ot tho —uthor szid in poragroph 5 didn't go over so well
with me. A9F is my fovoritc mug. VWhit doc¢s he mown, "The fons find™
it difficult to w.x cnthusi.stic thout the tcechnicel problems of o
tcchnicicn in 2 technologicel tochnocrzey."?997% Nowodoys ASF pub-



lishes just about the best S-F out; even if they do let a fantasy slip
in now and then. "Pinal Blackout", Slan and the stories by Stuart,
Heinlein, and Van Vogt, are the best Stf ever published. I do wax
enthusiastic about the technical problems of a techniciesn in a tech-
nological technocracy.: In fact I go for this type of fiction much
more than the "Glu-Glu, the slimey horror at the bottom of the ocean
is slithering in the oozing slime, plotting the doom of mankind.”

Shottle Bop News was quite good. Xeep this as a regular colum.

I'm glad to hear of the success of the fencyclopedia. It was
really a fine job. 3Beslides reading it myself, I've loaned mine out to
several readers, to help them become accuainted with fandom.

The article on [fTL was really the best thing in the issue. He
really seems like a swell guy. Speaking of FTL, I was immensely
pleased to see that nowhere in the issue was thereany part of that
horrible story of his.

The letter section as usual was up to per. But a little less
profanity from the letter writers would suit me & lot better than the
present state of affairs. You printed my letter. lany thanks for
printing 1t unexpurgated. I've gotten into more fights with faneds
over this than anything else. ((Hope you haven't got a carbon of this
one)) 1 finally convinced myself that there is & use for the master
catalog. I1f & fan wanted to collect all the material on one certain
subject, say time-travel; all he would have to 4o is ask the custodian
of the catslog to send him a list, then he'd know where to look.

Slobber by Yobber was QXI However, I for one, do not believe
that story about the drunk coming to S-L'A, But I guess one has to
use something to fill the space. ((It was true. A bit toned down))

EXCERPTS and POSTCARD TRIVIA

FRED WARTH: I see what you mean when you say of my cover drewing,
"Alva Rogers did it verbatim". Ha. (PFlying ears if it's 0.K. ) He,
again. But he changed the k% bust of the heroine some what didn't
he??7 ... AUSTIN HAMEL: This issue definetely & vast improvement over
the last few wich absolutely reecked. Malnly format seems to have
changed a bit. It seems much easier on the eyes. I thought Ebey's
pretty good. Yep, we fans should think & little about the stuff we'rs
fanning. (Huh?) More should be said about the pros in fmz's.. I see
where Mred Warth has invaded LA now.,.He's very good. Recently he
has sent me originals.Both black and white and full color. As good as
the pros sez I. I'm going to try to sell a few to Planet. Slobber by
Yobber was the best. I just drooled over the drunken dame's entrance
into the Bixel Street boys. No that doesn't sound right.Can't walt
t1ll the next issue. We're running short on.s.eeees EMILE E.
GREENLEAP JR: S-L'A #19 ®&. Cover good. Liked sketch on Laney. How
about similar ones on 4e, Daugherty, &nd others? ((Brown is mulling
the idea over...maybe 4e’ll be next)) JAY CHIDSEY: Pon my word, I
kneel b'fore thee sir. Send on fair SLA I pray...FREE SLA I say. Ha
poultry, a chicken-hearted impulse sire. 1 crave pardon, indeed.
Have heard that Crosetti is but 9 yrs of eage. If so, she swings &
maen column. Pliz to Xplain. Must say you boys sure put out a fine
Fencycl. Read the blasted thing from kiver t!' . JOE KENNEDY: luh
usual monthly card in comment re. that noble pubdb, SL'A. Verth's
cover is very well done. Gooood. Hey, CB, ole top--your editorisal--
what's wrong with being & hecto amddict? U sound as tho it was a dis-
grace to pull copies one by one from the cold, dank jelly. I thot
Ebey's thing exceptional. Brown's, too. Other features and stuff
decidedly neat. BSL'A gets good cross-sedtion of fandom. I exit.
((Letters from Speer, Ebey, and Willmorth too late to include here))
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